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The convention edges closer every day; I hope you all are as excited as we 
are! Since our last newsletter, we have all sorts of  events straightened out, 

oodles of  new guests announced, and plenty more to keep your on your toes 
until April 6th. 
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Consul General Tanaka 

ANCEA/Sakura-Con is honored to 
welcome the Honorable Kazuo   
Tanaka, Consul General of Japan 
to speak at the Sakura-Con 2007 
Opening Ceremonies.   For those 
unfamiliar with the work of the 
Consulate-General of Japan we 
thought we’d provide a quick 
overview of what a Consulate is 
and does and why you might want 
to get in touch with them.  

Consulates serve as vital con-
nections between their countries of 
origin and their location. Their 
functions include representing eco-
nomic, cultural and political inter-
ests, cultural exchange, travel ad-
ministration and governmental 
relations. Consulates are responsi-
ble for providing various certifi-
cates, such as birth certificates 
and marriage certificates, for local 
nationals of their country. Addi-
tionally, Consulates are in charge 
of providing support to nationals 
of their country in case of emer-
gency. 

A consulate is most often       
located in cities where a nation 
has a large expatriate population. 

Nearly every nation in the world 
is represented in New York be-
cause of the presence of the United 
Nations in that city.  Spread 
throughout the United States 
(including Guam & Saipan),      
Japan’s diplomatic posts include:  
1 Embassy; 15 Consulates General 
and 2 Consular offices .  ANCEA/
Sakura-Con is quite fortunate to 
have one of these offices right here 
in Seattle.  

The Consulate-General of Japan 
in Seattle is an office most anime 
fans hope to be directly familiar 
with-since it is the gateway to    
Japan for those who wish to visit, 
as the Consulate is also in charge 
of issuing visas!  But there is more 
to it than travel to Japan.      
Japanese diplomatic offices also 
have the role of promoting better 
understanding of Japan and   
Japanese culture by providing 
various information as well as edu-
cational and cultural programs 
and opportunities to the public. 
The JET program, which offers a 
chance to live and work in Japan 
for a year, will be presenting at 
this year’s Sakura-Con.  For those 
interested in studying in Japan, 
the Consulate-General of Japan 
will also be presenting information 
on scholarships offered through 
the Japanese government! Be sure 
to stop by their booth in the     
exhibitor’s hall and to attend their 
panel for more information.  Fi-
nally, visit the Seattle Consulate-
General of Japan online at their 
website. 
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Anime Previews 
2007 

2007 is the start of a new year of 
anime, and it looks like we have 
plenty of fun shows to choose 
from! Take a look at some of the 
previews we have for recently   
airing shows in Japan; you never 
know what you’ll find. Much 
thanks to Anime News Network 
for  providing us with information 
on these shows, and all sorts of 
news about anime in Japan and 
around the world. 

Japanese Consul General Visits Sakura-Con 
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Staffer Spotlight 
“By the Fans for the Fans: Because we like what you like!” 

Lizzie Peterson got an early start on anime, but really got hooked thanks to televised 
episodes of Sailor Moon and various anime movies shown on the Sci-Fi channel. 

Thanks to VHS tapes lent from a friend, the addiction only got stronger, and she attended her first 
convention shortly after: BakaCon ‘99. While there, Lizzie had her first experiences with the 
friendly and open-minded anime community. 

At BakaCon/Sakura-Con 2000, she decided to spend the whole weekend and really get the most 
out of the convention experience. Between making and wearing a Miaka Yuuki (Fushigi Yuugi) 
cosplay, and participating in cosplay and karaoke events, Lizzie has 
a blast, and even went on to win the karaoke contest, both that year 
and in 2001! From then on, she became a karaoke judge in 2003, and 
became the Karaoke Coordinator in 2004. She didn’t plan on staffing 
any more past that year, but she’s come back for 2007 as our Panel 
Coordinator. 

In addition to her work with Sakura-Con, Lizzie is very active in 
the anime community. She performed with comedy group Bakazoku, 
and now creates anime-related music with friend Andy Mayor. She 
also attends other conventions in the area including KumoriCon, 
RustyCon, and Anime Evolution. This year, she plans on hopping 
across the border to Anime West. 

Even outside of the convention circuit, Lizzie spends much of her 
time creating her own cosplay costumes. She also works as a medical 
assistant and plans to go back to medical school and become a regis-
tered nurse and perhaps even go further in the field. 

Lizzie loves the time she’s spent with Sakura-Con, and all the 
friends and great experi-
ences she’s had. Keep an 
eye out for her this April! 

Lizzie Peterson - Panels Coordinator 

 

Anime Preview 
Romeo x Juliet is a futuristic revision of the 
famous Shakespearian play that takes place in 
the flying city of Neo Verona. This world is 
ruled by the Montague family with Romeo as 
their heir. The previous ruling family, the 
Capulets, were murdered by assassins, and a 
young Juliet is the last decendant. Romeo x 
Juliet will begin airing this March as a special 
premiere. 



The Sakura-Conduit 

Spike Spencer 
Spike Spencer has been a 
voice actor since the early 
nineties. He has voiced    
hundreds of episodes of 
anime including such notable 
titles as Evangelion, Battle 
Angel, Suikoden, Orphen, 
Spriggan, Nadesico, and is 
currently in production on 
MAR. He has also voiced 
many radio and television 
commercials, video games, 
and several other   projects. 
In addition to his voice     
acting work, he is an accom-
plished actor, author, world 
traveler, and screenwriter, 
and is soon to begin produc-
tion on his first feature film 
that he scripted, Dwindle 
Down. 

http://worldospike.com/ 

New Guests 
The closer we get to the convention, the more guests 
we have to announce! Here are our latest additions 

since the last newsletter. 

Liam O'Brien 
Liam is deeply entrenched in the West Coast Anime Mafia--as an actor, a 
scriptwriter, and an ADR director. His directing/writing credits include 
Koi Kaze, GUNxSWORD, Rumiko Takahashi Anthology, DearS, and Boys 
Be. He also writes for Naruto and Bleach. Some of his most notable roles are 
Gaara in  Naruto, Taishi in Comic Party, Asaba in His & Her Circum-
stances, Shobu in Duel Masters, Maniwa in Paranoia Agent, and Vincent 
Law in Ergo Proxy. In addition to many more anime credits, his voice can 
be heard in many video games, as well as in some American made            
animations, and on stage. 

Anime Preview 
The recent anime Nodame     
Cantabile is about a music stu-
dent named Chiaki, well known 
for his excellent violin and piano 
skills. However, he would much 
rather conduct than play         
instruments, which gets him into 
all sorts of trouble at the acad-
emy. Just when he's reached his 
low point, he meets Megumi 
Noda, or "Nodame," who helps 
draw him back 
into the spirit of 
music. Nodame 
Cantabi le  is 
adapted from a 
popular manga 
series which also 
has a live-action 
drama. The show 
began airing on 
Japanese televi-
sion earlier this 
January. 
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Jonathan Klein 
Jonathan Klein is the vice-president, co-founder and co-owner of 
New Generation Pictures, Inc., a company that translates, subti-

tles and dubs anime for many major companies. His work has mainly been 
as the producer of both English dubbed and subtitled versions for anime, 
including Hellsing and Hellsing Ultimate, R.O.D the TV, DearS, Ikki 
Tousen, I My Me! Strawberry Eggs, NieA Under 7, Amazing Nurse Nanako 
and many other titles. Jonathan also directed the English language     
versions of Haibane Renmei, Texhnolyze, Melody of Oblivion and Anime    
Insider Magazine 'Best Dub of 2004', Paranoia Agent. His current project is 
directing the English language version of Ergo Proxy for Geneon. Beyond 
working as producer and director, Jonathan's responsibilities also include 
scriptwriting, script adaptation and voice acting, and for the last 10 years 
he was a columnist for the Japanese movie magazine, Roadshow where he 
wrote about the business of the Hollywood film industry. 

Piano Squall 
Michael Gluck (Piano Squall), the Final Fantasy-cosplaying pianist, has      
performed game and anime music concerts all across the country. He was even 
featured on MTV's website in recognition for his contribution to the world of 
video game music. He is also an active supporter of charity and donates a    
portion of all profits to The National Multiple Sclerosis Society--an organiza-
tion fighting to end the devastating disease that destroyed his grandmother's 
life. To further his personal efforts, Piano Squall provides Benefit Concerts 
that have raised money for a wide variety of charities, including the 2004 Villa 
Julie College Benefit Concert, which raised nearly three hundred pounds of 
food for the homeless in a single evening. 

http://www.pianosquall.com/ 

Kaori Nazuka 
Kaori Nazuka is the voice actress 
behind such well known roles as: 
Subaru of .hack//sign, Kisa Soma of 
Fruits Basket, Lala-Ru of Now and 
Then Here and There, Chiriri in Bot-
tle Fairy, Ao in Grrl Power, Usuzu 
Chan in Di Gi Charat Nyo, and 
Eureka in Eureka 7 among many 
others. We are excited to welcome 
her for her first ever Sakura-Con. 
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Jeph Jacques 
Jeph Jacques was born on June 17, 1980 
(that makes him 25, if you don't feel like 
doing the math) in Rockville, Maryland. He 
has drawn cartoons and pictures for pretty 
much his entire life, but QC is the first of 
his work to get a lot of recognition. He also 
draws the occasionally updated webcomic 
Indietits, about little birds with unfortu-
nate names and impeccable taste in music. 
He currently lives in Easthampton,       
Massachusetts with his girlfriend and three      
rabbits and plays his guitar too loud for his 
own good. 

www.questionablecontent.net 

Akitaroh Daichi 
Sakura-Con is proud to also       
announce Anime Creator and    
Director Akitaroh Daichi will be 
returning for his second Sakura-
Con. Mr. Daichi is the Creator of 
such successful shows as Elf    
Princess Rane, Jubei-chan 1 and 2, 
Grrl Power and Now and Then Here 
and There, among others. Mr. 
Daichi is also know for the         
direction on such hits as Kodomo 
No Omocha, Akazukin Cha Cha, 
Nurse Angel Ririka, and Fruits 
Basket. 

 Anime Preview 
In the future Tokyo of 
Darker than BLACK, a 
mysterious energy field 
known as “Hell’s Gate” 

suddenly appears. In 
the wake of this event, 
several dangerous psy-
chics emerge, wielding 
powerful abilities. Hei, 
one such psychic, and 
his partner Yin work 
with an agency to try 
and unravel the mys-
tery behind Hell’s 
Gate before anyone 
else. Darker than 
BLACK will begin 
showing in  Japan in 
early April. 

Page  
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Kouta Hirano 
Kouta Hirano is the colorful manga-
ka most famous for his manga 
Hellsing. Starting his career first as a 
manga-ka's assistant, Hirano-San has 
become a celebrated figure for creat-
ing a series known through out anime 
fandom as setting a new standard for 
gothic storytelling. 

Yasuhiro Nightow 
Yasuhiro Nightow is the 
manga-ka who created the 
anime and manga Trigun 
which has enjoyed incredi-
ble resonance, most       
especially among American 
anime fans. Nightow also 
created the characters and 
story for the Sega/Red En-
tertainment anime and 
video game series Gungrave. 

Katie Gray 
Katie Gray was born in Washington D.C, but has lived all 
over the U.S. She spent 4 years in Hollywood studying and 
working as a fulltime actress. At 25, she has been featured in 
various primetime television shows and anime. Although she 
is focusing on a music career now, she has devoted herself 
still to the role of 'Seres Victoria' on Hellsing. "I love being 
Seres Victoria, it allows me to be my rational, calm self in 
real-life, and a crazy vampire kitten chick in a different real-
ity." She now resides in the Seattle area, and looks forward 
to joining everyone for the convention gathering in April. 

Hideyuki Kurata 
Hideyuki Kurata, making 
his second Sakura-Con ap-
pearance, is the script writer 
for many popular anime 
such as: GUNxSWORD and 
most recently Hellsing Ulti-
mate. He is well known as 
the ingenious creator of 
Read or Die (manga, OVA 
and TV). He has also writ-
ten screenplays and/or 
scripts for Magical Girl 
Pretty Sammy, Battle Ath-
letes, and Excel Saga among 
many others. 

Page  
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Sumi Shimamoto 
Sumi Shimamoto is a veteran Japanese voice    
actress with literally over 100 titles to her credit. 
Among many titles well known to anime fans 
around the world, Ms. Shimamoto had major roles 
in some of fandom’s most beloved classics, includ-
ing several Miyazaki titles and others. Here is the 
short list: Nausicaä of the Valley of the Wind 
(Nausicaä), My Neighbor Totoro (Yasuko Kusa-
kabe), Princess Mononoke (Toki), Lupin the Third: 
The Castle of Cagliostro (Clarisse d'Cagliostro) and 
Maison Ikkoku (Kyôko Otonashi). 

Rooster Teeth Productions 
“Rooster Teeth Productions was founded in 2003 and 
over the past four years has helped to bring machinima 
comedy to millions of people who are bored at school 
and/or work. Rooster Teeth has created several series, 
among them 'Red vs Blue', 'The Strangerhood', and 
'P.A.N.I.C.S.' The group started out working in the spare 
bedroom of Burnie's house and has since graduated to a 
one bedroom apartment. It is just like the time you 
moved out from your parent's house minus the crying. If 
you would like to cry some more (from laughter) please 
stop by and say hello. PS: Gus is better than Burnie.” 

http://www.roosterteeth.com/ 

Anime Preview 
Mountain climbing partners Saru-
watari Gorou and "Lostman" Jack 
F. Woodbridge start off Moonlight 
Mile by scaling 
Mt. Everest 
and watching 
the ISA Space 
Station. When 
a new energy 
source is dis-
covered on the 
moon, project 
“Nexus” is 
formed to at-
tempt to har-
ness this new 
power, and 
these two men 
realize that 
they may have the change to live 
their dream and travel to outer 
space. Moonlight Mile started its 
regular broadcast in early March. 
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Shawn Handyside 

Graphic designer by day, comic strip artist by night, Shawn 
Handyside is the creator of the completely illogical comic 
"Staccato" and the new nonsensical comic "Fork You." He 
started his artistic career in fifth grade drawing crude look-
ing comics that made no sense, and continues to do so to this 
day. He also loves designing humorous t-shirts and writing 
about himself in the third person. You can tell he's a geek 
because ninety percent of his iPod content is video game re-
mixes and MST3K episodes. Shawn also runs a casual web-
comic community blog/forum called "Inksandwich" which 
can be fun to visit on occasion. 

http://staccatocomic.com/ 

Carrie Savage 
Carrie has had the awesome priviledge 
of voicing characters such as Fuko in 
I, My, Me! Strawberry Eggs, Rakka in 
Haibane Renmei, Hakufu in Ikki 
Tousen, Nancy Makuhari in R.O.D. 
the TV, Maromi in Paranoia Agent, 
Shima in Stellvia, Sayoko in Melody of 
Oblivion, Koyomi in Girl's Bravo, 
Solty in Solty Rei, Asta in Trinity 
Blood, Haruka in Rumbling Hearts, 
Penny in Shin Chan, and Priscilla in 
Gunxsword, and many more titles, in-
cluding some video games. She's cur-
rently having tons of fun voicing cute, 
cuddly Mokona in Tsubasa Chronicles!  

Colleen Clinkenbeard 
Colleen Clinkenbeard is joining us for 
her second Sakura-Con.  An accom-

plished voice actress known for many 
popular characters, including Riza 
Hawkeye of Full Metal Alchemist, 

Yuko of Tsubasa, and Izumi in 
BECK. Colleen is also an ADR direc-
tor with many high profile series to 
her credit, including such notable 

titles as: Full Metal Alchemist, Kiddy 
Grade, Kodocha, Moon Phase and 

more 

Jason Liebrecht 
Jason Liebrecht is joining us for his first Sakura-Con.  Jason is 
known for roles in series including: MoonPhase (Kouhei Mori-
oka), Petite Princes Yucie (Gaga), Solty Rei (Ashley Links) and 

Tsubasa (Syaoron). 

Page  
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LiN CLOVER 
After touring and recording with various major artists in Japan, founding 
members Ren and Nao joined forces to pursue their own musical passions.  

In 2002, they met successful solo artist Yuri at the AXIA auditions. After 
hearing her award-winning song "Nijindasuki," the three artists began working 
together on songs for a new band called LiN CLOVER.  

LiN CLOVER played their premiere live performance in autumn of 2002, 
leading to their first sold-out single in only two weeks. Their second single and 
first album "LiN CLOVER" also met with great response from their fans. This 
gave the band the means to host the successful annual event called "INNER 
CRACK" to which they only invite bands of outstanding quality.  

In February of 2005 the band released the album "Strain Gauge" and the 
EP "Nut," followed by an extensive tour of Japan. 

LiN CLOVER’s music is described by the band as being mysterious, full of 
powerful imagery. All members come from different musical roots and this 
comes across immediately in their music. Their stage performance is captivat-
ing and unforgettable. The band plans on continuing to tour throughout the 
world and Japan.  

LiN CLOVER appears by special arrangement with JapanFiles.com  

LiN CLOVER is 
Vocal: YuRi 
Guitar: Nao 
Bass:  Ren 

m.o.v.e 
Best known to many anime fans as the 
music behind the smash hit Initial D, 
m.o.v.e is also known for breaking down 
musical barriers. Featuring a unique style 
with which they blend rock, rap, elec-
tronica, metal, and many other genres, 
m.o.v.e., as their name implies, is always 
exploring and searching out an original 
sound.  

With over 8 original albums, dozens of 
amazing singles and an international fan 
base-m.o.v.e. has pushed well beyond the 
borders of their native Japan. m.o.v.e’s 
latest album is entitled GRID and features 
singles such as "Freaky Planet", "Angel 
Eyes", and “Disco Time".  To find out 
more about m.o.v.e and to purchase their 
material visit http://www.electropica.com/
en/  

Special Guest Performers 
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Interview with Vic Mignogna 

Newsletter Coordinator Elizabeth Burt-Schultz was lucky enough to be able to conduct 
an e-mail interview with Vic Mignogna, star voice actor and first-time Sakura-Con 
guest. Read on for some of Vic’s thoughts on his work and how it’s impacted his life. 

This is your first appearance at Sakura-con.  What 
brought you out? 

I have been looking forward to attending Sakura-
con for quite some time. I've heard what a fantastic 
convention it is, and wanted to attend as soon as I 
could! 

Your website lists quite a large number of          
convention dates. What is it that you enjoy about the 
convention circuit? 

THE FANS. It is really great to get out and      
interact with the people who watch and like the 
work we do. The fans I have met are some of the 
most generous, enthusiastic and encouraging people 
ever! They make all the work we do worth while. 

I'm sure that you've been asked this countless 
times, but how did you get started doing voice work? 
What tips would you have for people looking to     
pursue that line of work? 

This is probably the most asked question ever. I 
have been acting all my life, but about eight years 
ago I was encouraged to audition for a small        
company in Houston called ADV Films. I did, got 
cast and just kept getting cast! I never imagined 
anime would become the huge business it has today. 
But I'm very grateful to be part of it. Anyone       
interested in getting into needs to first and foremost 
develop their skills as an ACTOR. That is the key to 
being a good voice actor. Every VA I know has a 

huge background in theater. The 
second thing is that one 
must live where the work 
is..... that would be LA, 
NYC, Houston, Dallas & 

Vancouver. 
   I know that voice acting isn't all 
that you do. Could you tell us a bit 
about other projects that you have 
going? 
   There are so many things I love 
to do, and I just look for ways to 
get paid to do them! My degree is 
in Film so I do a lot of film and 

video production work. I am also a music composer/
producer/performer and work in that field as well. 
And I also love to do graphic design. 

I see on your site that you're quite active in your 
faith. Do you ever receive comments about what some 
people see as an opposition? What would you say to 
people who see anime and Christianity as           
incompatible? 

Yes, my faith in Jesus is the foundation of my life. 
When I get emails like that, I reply as humbly and 
directly as possible that I simply DISAGREE. Sure 
there is bad anime...just like there are bad movies, tv 
shows, magazines, music, etc. The challenge is to 
avoid the bad and embrace the good. You can't con-
demn an entire genre just because there are elements 
that are bad. Anime is no different. In fact, I see my 
career in this field as a way to share my faith, not a 
contradiction to it. I have no doubt in my mind that 
God put me here to share His love while working in 
this field....so that's exactly what I want to do. 

What is it like working with Mari Ijima (Lynn 
Minmay in SDF Macross) on a role that she per-
formed over 20 years ago? Did she bring a different 
view on voice work into the studio with? If so, how 
did it differ from normal? 

What a blast Macross was! In fact, I met Mari at 
(continued next page) 
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Anime Weekend Atlanta a few years ago and we    
became friends, and at the time I had no idea who 
she was or what she had done. Then when ADV 
started Macross and I heard they were bringing the 
same girl that played Minmay twenty years ago in to 
reprise her role in English, I was very excited to 
meet this girl. Imagine my surprise when I saw that 
it was Mari! 

Speaking of East/West voice acting differences, 
how much does the existing voice work influence your 
interpretation? Do you listen to the foreign dub and 
take pointers from that, or do you find your own   
version of the role from the dialogue? 

I don't take much direction from the original    
language performances. They are often not applica-
ble or transferable in a believable way to English. 
The directors and actors just work together to get 
the best performances that we can that will entertain 
and move our audience. 

Generally, how much room for improvisation is 
there in dub work? Are you tied word-for-word to the 
script, or are you given creative license to embellish? 

Most dialogue is scripted. Anime fans are VERY 
particular about the English dubs following the 
original Japanese story as closely as humanly       
possible Many shows are wonderfully done, but get 
criticized by some fans because they took liberties 
with the script or story. The only improvisation I 
have ever done has been when the character may be 

in the background just rambling 
a b o u t  s o m e t h i n g      
nonsensical :) 
   I know a lot of anime 
fans feel very strongly 

about the original language 
track. If you could tell those fans 
one thing, what would you say to 
make them reconsider and give the 
English language track on the 
DVD? 
   My message to them is this.... 
LIVE AND LET DUB. I under-

stand that there are plenty of fans out there who pre-
fer anime in Japanese with subtitles. That's fine. I 
wish them well. But for me, I don't speak Japanese 
and I would prefer to look in the faces of the       
characters an not read the bottom of the screen and 
miss crucial visuals. I don't begrudge them enjoying 
it in Japanese....they shouldn't begrudge others    
enjoying it in English. I would also say that many 
dub haters have memories of a time when dubs were 
very poorly acted. Those days are, for the most part, 
gone. In fact, some of my favorite emails are from 
fans who say "I have always been a sub only fan. 
But I saw (insert show here) and loved it. You made 
me a believer in dubs!" I love those emails. 

 
Everyone, be sure to keep an eye out for Vic at the 
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Anime Preview 
In the world of Claymore, people 
have been terrorized by “Youma” 
since ancient times. After living for 
centuries with no means of        
protections, female, 
half-youma warriors 
called “Claymores” were 
born. Carrying large 
swords, they use the 
powers of the silver eyes 
to fight against the 
Youma. Claymore is 
based on the manga of 
the same name, and will 
begin airing in early 
April in Japan. 
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The “New” World of  PoKéMoN 
 

Pokemon cards… surely you remember trading them with 
your friends at lunch and standing in those long lines at Wiz-
ards of the Coast to get the latest booster packs. It’s the same 
game you remember, but there have been some cool changes 
over the last few years like higher hit points, reverse holo-
foils, and Pokemon EXs. 

League Play 
 

Dust off your best deck, Pokemon TCG Leagues are stronger 
than ever! Leagues have sprung up all over western Washing-
ton with both fun and competitive players at each location. 
Our spotlight is on the 49 member-strong league at Phoenix 
Games in Lynnwood, Washington.  

Phoenix Games’ owner Brian Cobos is the main reason for 
the league’s wild success. Every time a kid comes in to buy a 
pack of Pokemon cards, he is there to promote league play. 
When the same kids venture in during league, Brian assists 
with deck building and game play.  

There are a lot of friendly faces at the Phoenix Games 
Pokemon league. For example, Ian, Nick, Sakura and Will 
maintain a “Deck Doctor” box that they use to help new 
players create decks. The members of the Romero family are 
always ready to test their (and your!) skills in a competitive 
battle, and League Leaders Jeff and Penny Anderson are al-
ways prepared to test that new deck. And we can’t forget 
Kodi and Poun, who practically live at Phoenix Games! 

(continued next page) 

Anime Preview 
Byousoku 5 Centimeter stars Tono 
Takaki and Shinohara Akari, 2 
friends who were separated at a 
young age when their families moved 
apart. They try to stay in contact, 
and eventually  Takaki decides to 
visit Akari. Their story is told as 3 
short movies released as one movie. 
It premiered in theatres in     Japan 
in early March. 
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Phoenix Games has Pokemon league play on Tuesday from 6:00 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m., and Sundays from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Participation in 
league play is free, and can really help get that deck perfected for the 
Championship Series. 
 

Phoenix Games 
12926 Mukilteo Speedway, #F8, Lynnwood, Washington 98087 

(425) 353-5584 

Anime Preview 
Getsumen To Heiki Miina started as 
a joke anime in the live action tele-
vision series Densha Otoko. The 
star of Densha Otoko was an obses-
sive otaku, and Miina was his fa-
vourite show. 
The show stars 
Mina, a high 
school student 
magical girl 
fighting to 
keep our world 
safe from alien 
invaders who 
are obsessed 
with Earth cul-
ture. 

Pokemon TCG Championship Series 
 

Battle Road Tournaments: May 2007 
Battle Road Tournaments give players another opportunity to 
work on their premier ratings, potentially earning an invite and 
trip to Worlds. These special events begin in May, and there will be 
one at Phoenix Games. 
National Championships: July 2007 at Origins in Columbus, Ohio 

The National Championships is the first Worlds qualifier. Winners 
receive scholarships worth up to $5,000 and an invite and Travel 
Award to the 2007 World Championships. 
World Championships: August 2007 at Hilton Waikoloa Village in 

Waikoloa, Hawaii 
The Pokémon TCG World Championships is the premier Organized 
Play event of the year. The event will host top players from 
around the world competing for the title of Pokémon World Cham-
pion and for scholarships worth up to $7,500. 
 
All Pokemon TCG Championship series tournaments are FREE, 
and both the National and World Championships offer scholarship 
prizes. All decks must contain 60 cards from EX Deoxys, EX Crys-
tal Guardians, EX Power Keepers, EX Legend Maker, EX Holon 
Phantoms, EX Delta Species and / or EX Dragon Frontiers expan-
sions. Each deck can contain no more than 4 of any one card with 
the exception of basic energy. 

Pokemon at Sakura-Con 
 

Jeff and Penny Anderson will be running two Pokemon TCG tournaments 
at Sakura-Con in the Collectable Cards Gaming area. The first one will     
begin at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, and will be a free unlimited tournament. 
Simply bring your best 60 card deck and battle it out! The second tourna-
ment will be a sealed booster event at 3:00 p.m. on Saturday. For $15, you 
can choose 5 booster packs from the expansions available to create a 40 card 
deck. This is the best way to get reacquainted with Pokemon the Trading 
Card Game. See you there! 
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Sakura-Con Anime Premieres 

 
The following anime and their respective episodes will be premiering this year 
at Sakura-Con! Some age restrictions apply. Times and locations will be  
available at-con.  

Anime Preview 
Popular anime series Naruto starts its sequel 
Naruto: Shippuuden this February. The series is 
planned to continue following the manga story-
line and starts off with an older Naruto and Sa-
kura as they search for their friend Sasuke who 
left to study under Orochimaru. Fans of the 
manga hope that this series will stay truer to the 
manga storyline. 

 Ayakashi - Samurai Horror Tales Volume 1 
(eps 1-4) 

 Black Lagoon Volume 1 (episodes 1-4)  
 Disgaea Volume 3 (episodes 9-12)  

 Fate/stay night Volume 3 (episodes 9-12)  
 Gun Sword Volume 7 (episodes 24-26)  

 Hellsing Ultimate Volume 2  
 Paradise Kiss Volume 3 (episodes 9-12)  
 Rozen Maiden Volume 1 (episodes 1-4) 
 Shana Volume 5 (episodes 17-20)  
 Melancholy of Haruhi Suzumiya 

 Cutey Honey  
 Hellsing 2  
 Tsubasa 3&4 
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Anime Kingdom 
1627 NE 8th Street 

Bellevue, WA 98004 
425-454-0112 

 
Bigfoot's Cards & Comics 

425-672-0429 
9794 Edmonds Way , Edmonds, WA 

98020 
 

Corner Comics 
206-525-9394 

5226 University Way NE , Seattle, 
WA 98015 

 
Golden Age Collectables 

206-622-9799 
( Pike Place Market), Seattle , WA 

 

International Model Toys 
206-682-8534 

601 S King St , Seattle, WA 98104 
 

Kicks Hobby Japan 
206-306-9060 

543L NE Northgate WA, Seattle, WA 
98125 

http://www.kicks-hobby.com/ 
 

Kinokuniya Bookstore 
206-587-2477 

525 S Weller St , Seattle, WA 98104 
 

Scarecrow Video 
206-524-8554 

5030 Roosevelt Way NE , Seattle 
98105 

http://www.scarecrowvideo.com/ 
 

Sweet Kitty The Anime Store 
425-251-8686 

18111 E. Valley HWY S. #103 Kent, 
WA 98032 

http://www.sweetkittyanime.com 
 

Unique Anime 
4502 S. Steel St. Suite 1165 Tacoma, 

WA 98409 
 

Uwajimaya - Bellevue 
425-747-9012 

15555 NE 24th, Bellevue, WA 98007 
http://www.uwajimaya.com/ 

 
Uwajimaya - Seattle 

206-624-6248 
600 5th Ave S #110 , Seattle, WA 

98104 
http://www.uwajimaya.com/ 

 
Video Hop - International District 

Seattle 
206-587-4037 

601 S King St #101 , Seattle, WA 
98104 

http://www.videohop.com/ 
 

Video Hop - Shoreline 
206-533-8126 

16300 Aurora Ave N , Shoreline, WA 
98133 

http://www.videohop.com/ 
 

Videophile Inc 
206-522-3035 

1028 NE 65th St , Seattle, WA 98115 
 

Zanadu Comics - Downtown Seattle 
206-443-1316 

1923 3rd Ave , Seattle, WA 98101 
http://www.zanaducomics.com 

 
Zanadu Comics - University District 

206-632-0989 
1307 NE 45th, Seattle, WA 98105 

http://www.zanaducomics.com 
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Local Store Spotlight 
We've come a long way in ten years! When Sakura-Con began you    
couldn't just walk into any mall in the Northwest and find manga, anime 

and plushies. You had to know the little stores tucked out of the way to buy anime 
goods, or go to the Japanese markets if you were lucky enough to be near them. Some favorite 
stores have come and gone over the years and we still miss them. But many are still going strong 
and support Sakura-Con every year by distributing flyers, attending the convention and supply-
ing us with our favorite obsession. We'd like to give a little back for all they do for our fandom 
community. 

In honor of the support local stores have given Sakura-Con over the years we'd like to list a few 
and invite you to check them out.  If there is a local store we've missed, we are terribly sorry, 
please drop us a line at publicity@sakuracon.org and we will include them in our next Sakura-
Conduit. However, no one is forgotten in spirit. Thanks to all the stores that support anime      
fandom in our community! 



The Sakura-Conduit 

Sakura-Con at Japan Night 
 

For the first time Sakura-Con/ANCEA will be part of the 
Seattle Mariner's "Japan Night" at Safeco Field on July 
30th 2007! Come join the fun as the Mariners play a home 
game and celebrate the broad world of Japanese culture in 
the Northwest!  Join your cosplay in with kimono, taiko 
drumming and special participation by representatives from 
the Japanese community.  Go to www.mariners.com/japan 
for more information about the Mariner's "Japan Night".  
Look for your special flyer from the Mariners in your con 
bags for  more information. Directions for ordering tickets 
will be posted up on the Sakura-Con website at a later date, 
so keep your eyes peeled.  

Ichiro Suzuki  
of the Seattle Mariners  

     Anime Preview 
In the future world of Gakuen Utopia Manabi 
Straight!, the rate of child birth has drasti-
cally increased, and the schools have been suf-
fering from the lack of children. One such 
school is lucky enough to receive transfer stu-
dent Manabi whose lively demeanor starts to 

perk things up. 
Manabi Straight! 
Began airing in 
Japan on Janu-
ary 7th. 

Anime on TV and in Your Local News 
 

We loved this article in the Seattle Post Intelligencer by Television Critic 
Melanie McFarland.  Check it out and see what you think.  It's nice to see 
anime getting some good press in the Northwest! 

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/tv/298271_tv04.html 

 

Last Page! 
See you at the Con! 

All articles were written and edited by Elizabeth Burt-Schultz (Newsletter Coordinator), 
Elmira Utz (Director of Publicity), and Penny Anderson (Souvenir Guide Coordinator/
Guest Writer). The text and layout of this newsletter are © ANCEA, 2006, unless otherwise 
stated. All images used with permission. Printing permission is granted for personal use 
only. This newsletter may not be sold or distributed. 
 

Sakura-Con 2007 - http://www.sakuracon.org 

Local Events 




